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PUNE: President Pranab Mukherjee has urged institutions of higher education to initiate fresh
research in energy, environment and health sectors.

Speaking at the third convocation ceremony of the Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research (IISER) in the city on Sunday, Mukherjee said that centres of excellence must be built to
nurture the core competence of our institutions in select areas.

Union HRD minister Smriti Irani, chief minister Prithviraj Chavan, IISER director K N Ganesh
were present. Mukherjee also inaugurated the academic complex of the institute.

"Our institutions must never be found wanting in their proclivity for cutting-edge research. They
must promote innovation. They must beat their current inertia and establish productive association
with the industry through internships and research projects," said the President.

Mukherjee said that collaboration with top global institutes, hiring of foreign faculty and drawing
of students from abroad must receive sustained focus. "Institutions and other stockholders in the
educational domain must have the requisite functional systems within them to realize multiple
goals for quality upgradation. This calls for a governance structure in the higher academic
institutions that is flexible, monitorable and transparent," he said.

Mukherjee asked the IISERs to train students to pursue rewarding careers in science and
technology, considering the vast pool of talented science graduates the country needs.

"Our higher educational institutions do not match global standards as brought out by international
surveys and rating agencies. Though subject-wise, a few institutes manage to garner higher
rankings, their achievements are mostly peripheral as they are not within the top 200 universities
in the world in overall ranking. I do not find any reason why today, we cannot occupy our rightful
place in the comity of nations when we have excellent faculty and brilliant students."

Mukherjee said that emphasis has been laid on science education to switch to knowledge-based
society. The IISERs are a product of this effort to push the country to the frontiers of scientific
knowledge.

Irani said the country must have highly skilled resources. She appealed to IISER to inculcate a
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sense for science in government schools and colleges to increase enrollment.

Chavan said research today has to be multi-disciplinary. He also stressed on the need for a lot of
reforms in the higher education sector.

As many as 94 IISER, Pune, students received graduate degrees and 13 students received doctorate
degrees.
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Pune, June 15 (ANI): President
Pranab Mukherjee delivered
Convocation Address at the Indian
Institute of Science Education and
Research (IISER) today here at
Pune. He also inaugurated the
Academic Complex of the Institute
and an Innovation Exhibition.
Speaking on the occasion, the
President said,"science plays a
vital role in the advancement of
human life. Its study is central to
technological progress. To prepare
our nation to switch to a
knowledge-based society, greater
emphasis has been laid on science
education. IISERs are a product of
this effort to push the country to the frontiers of scientific knowledge." The President stated that greater
internationalization and collaboration with top global institutes, hiring of foreign faculty and drawing of
students from abroad must receive sustained focus. Centres of Excellence must be built to nurture the
core competence of our institutions in select areas.The President emphasized, "our institutions must
never be found wanting in their proclivity for cutting-edge research. They must identify and initiate new
and frontier research, especially in multi-disciplinary areas in energy, environment and health. They
must forge collaborations with reputed international institutions, which they can leverage for
international research funding. They must promote innovation and act as a platform for the flowering of
ingenuous ideas in common man."The President also said, "our institutions and other stakeholders in
the educational domain must have the requisite functional systems within them to realize the multiple
goals for quality up-gradation. This calls for a governance structure in the higher academic institutions
that is flexible, monitorable and transparent. This will facilitate quick decision-making and enable
adequate support for creative pursuits." He said that our country today requires a pool of talented
science graduates. IISERs must be geared to train students to pursue rewarding careers in science
and technology. (ANI)

http://www.aninews.in/newsdetail2/story172259/president-delivers-convocation-address-at-iiser-pune.html
http://www.aninews.in/all-newsstories/rss-feed.html
http://www.aninews.in
http://www.aninews.in/newsdetail/keyword-search/president.html
http://www.aninews.in


Press Trust of India
@ibnlive

 1 4 0

Jun 15, 2014 at 10:58pm IST

Aim for the top, says President Pranab
Mukherjee

Pune: Observing that India had been a leader in higher education for 1,500 years from third
century BC, President Pranab Mukherjee on Sunday wondered "why cannot we occupy our
rightful place in the comity rpt comity of nations".

"India was the leader in higher education from third century BC, from the glorious days of
Takhshila to Nalanda in the 12th century AD," the President said. While delivering the third
convocation address of Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER), he said
that we have requisite faculty and brilliant students and there is appropriate conducive
atmosphere to encourage research and innovation.

"Why cannot we occupy our rightful place in comity rpt comity of nations in the fiercely
competitive world? We must earn our place. Our seat is in the top bench of the international
community. Nothing will be offered. Everything will have to be earned," he said while
departing from his prepared speech.
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"India was the leader in higher education from third century BC, from the glorious days of Takhshila to Nalanda in the
12th century AD," the President said.

#president  #pranab mukherjee  #india  #pune

Noting that our higher education instituions do not meet global standards according to
international surveys, the President asked that international rankings be taken seriously to
attain all round development. Subject-wise a few institutes manage to garner higher rankings,
he said, mentioning that IITs of Madras and Mumbai are among the top 50 civil engineering
colleges while IITs of Delhi and Mumbai are in the top 50 electrical engineering institutes.

"Their achievements are mostly peripheral as they are not among the top 200 universities in
the world in overall ranking. Our academic institutions must take international rankings
seriously and use it as a guide to attain all round development," Mukherjee said.

The President noted that it was his first visit to any IISER which are a product of the effort to
push the country to frontier of scientific knowledge. Maharashtra Chief Minister Prithviraj
Chavan, HRD Minister Smriti Irani, Maharashtra Governor K Sankaranarayanan were also
present on the occasion.
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President Pranab Mukherjee delivered Convocation Address at the Indian Institute of Science Education and

Research (IISER) today here at Pune. He also inaugurated the Academic Complex of the Institute and an

Innovation Exhibition.

Speaking on the occasion, the President said,"science plays a vital role in the advancement of human life. Its

study is central to technological progress. To prepare our nation to switch to a knowledge-based society, greater

emphasis has been laid on science education. IISERs are a product of this effort to push the country to the

frontiers of scientific knowledge."

The President stated that greater internationalization and collaboration with top global institutes, hiring of foreign

faculty and drawing of students from abroad must receive sustained focus. Centres of Excellence must be built to
nurture the core competence of our institutions in select areas.

The President emphasized, "our institutions must never be found wanting in their proclivity for cutting-edge
research. They must identify and initiate new and frontier research, especially in multi-disciplinary areas in energy,

environment and health. They must forge collaborations with reputed international institutions, which they can

leverage for international research funding. They must promote innovation and act as a platform for the flowering

of ingenuous ideas in common man."

The President also said, "our institutions and other stakeholders in the educational domain must have the requisite
functional systems within them to realize the multiple goals for quality up-gradation. This calls for a governance

structure in the higher academic institutions that is flexible, monitorable and transparent. This will facilitate quick

decision-making and enable adequate support for creative pursuits."

He said that our country today requires a pool of talented science graduates. IISERs must be geared to train

students to pursue rewarding careers in science and technology.
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