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Visualising The genius of Srinivasa Ramanujan
Express news service Posted online: Sat Mar 09 2013, 01:06 hrs

The Genius of Srinivasa Ramanujan, an hour-long documentary that was co-produced by Vigyan Prasar and Indian Institute of Science Education and Research

(IISER-Pune) to commemorate the 125th birth anniversary of Srinivasa Ramanujan will be released for distribution on March 14 at the institute.

2012 was declared the ‘National Year of Mathematics’ to commemorate the birth anniversary of Srinivasa Ramanujan and the film, directed by award winning

filmmaker Nandan Kudhyadi, was made in memory of the life and seminal contribution of the great mathematician.

The film’s director became famous 25 years ago for having produced India’s first docu-drama `The Enigma of Srinivasa Ramanujan’ to celebrate the genius’s birth

centenary. ‘The Enigma’ saw Raghuvir Yadav and Tom Alter essaying the main roles of Ramanujan and G H Hardy.

‘The Genius’ features well-known number theorists from around the world, associated with Ramanujan’s oeuvre. Ken Ono of Emory University, Atlanta, who very

recently proved some of the Mock Theta conjectures — the last work of Ramanujan three months before his untimely death at the age of 32 — along with A

Raghuram of IISER-Pune spent a week filming in various places related to the Ramanujan mythology — Namakkal, Kumbakonam, Erode and Chennai.

The other two experts, who accompanied the team, were K Srinivasa Rao of IMSc. and T V Venkateswaran from Vigyan Prasar.

One of the highlights of the film is location shooting at Trinity College, Cambridge; Royal Society, London and at Matlock in Derbyshire. Exhaustive interviews were

recorded at the international conference in New Delhi, concluding the year-long project.

Sangeet Kalanidhi R Vedavalli has sung for the music track, composed by Sushruthi Santhanam. As in the past, R V Ramani has once again wielded the camera

for this Ramanujan film. Vigyan Prasar plans to screen the film in at least 125 centers across the country on the death anniversary of the genius on April 26.
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In 1988, filmmaker Nandan Kudhyadi brought to screen the tragic life of the great
mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan in The Enigma. Now, after 25 years, the
award-winning director revisits the legendary mathematician's life in a new
documentary titled The Genius of Srinivasa Ramanujan. Sonia K Kurup finds out
more...

You have already worked on Ramanujan’s life before. Any particular
reason you chose to explore this personality again?

Last year was declared the National Year of Mathematics. Prof A Raghuram of
IISER and I felt we could revisit Ramanujan and make a film focusing on his work
so that young students get curious about the beauty of his mathematics. It is more
of an inspirational film than an educational informational one. 

During the whole journey of making The Genius of Srinivasa Ramanujan, what was the toughest challenge you faced?

This film is a journey of discovering Ramanujan anew. There were no rehearsals as we shot mathematicians A Raghuram, Ken Ono, K
Srinivas Rao and others as they interacted with each other over a week-long schedule, travelling from Chennai to New Delhi, and even
to Cambridge University. These candid shootings were the most exciting and challenging aspect of the film. 

As a filmmaker exploring the lives of important personalities in the Indian scientific community, have you felt that in India,
sciences are revered while arts are looked down upon? 

Well, you would have noticed that all artistic endeavours need enlightened patronage to thrive. Commercial market forces will never
venture to fund arts unless there are assured returns, and that goes against the very grain of artistic freedom. 
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I’m planning a film on another great Indian mathematician Harish-Chandra. If you have a good project, there is no dearth of funds, only
that art practitioners have a little tougher time getting state funding.

Tell us a little about yourself, your growing up years... Were you interested in maths and science?

I remember, we had a great science teacher in the eighth standard at school who brought the excitement and magic of Physics and
Chemistry into the classroom. He didn’t teach us later and they became subjects to pass exams. It was only in my final year at Baroda
that I sensed the underlying abstract relationship between painting and mathematics, and music and physics. 
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